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iCCIA Ex-Agent Says He 
Had Impression of Payoffs 


i Cx By Timothy S. Robinson 

f ^ Washliifton Post Staff Writer 

Sa former agent of the Korean Cen- 
tal Intelligence Agency testified yes- 
terday that he defected to the United 
States and became a witness against 
Hancho Kim, a Korean-born Lanham, 
Md., businessman, because he feared 
he would be imprisoned if he re- 
turned to South Korea. 

-\Sang Keun Kim, who has said he 
was the second-ranking KCIA agent 
attached to the Korean embassy here, 
said he decided to defect in November 
1&76 after he heard *‘talk in the Ko- 
rean embassy” that his KCIA supervi- 
sor in Korea might be “disposed of' 
a$. the Korean influence-buying scan- 
did continued to unfold in this coun- 
tiy- 

: S. K. Kim's description of his defec- 
tion concluded his two days under di- 
rect examination by the prosecution 
in the criminal trial of Hancho Kim. 
JQm, the first person to go to trial bn 
criminal charges in connection with 
the Korean influence-buying scandal, 
is charged with conspiring to illegally 
influence U.S. congressmen and lying 
to a grand jury investigating the situ- 
ation. 

^S. K. Kim is expected to be under 
^bss-examination for at least two 
days, as the tedious process of ques- 
tioning him through an interpreter 
continues before U.S. District Court 
Judge Thomas A, Flannery and a fed- 
eral jury here. 

iS. K. Kim testified earlier yesterday 
that although he delivered $600,000 in 
ciish to Hancho Kim from the KCIA 
to^'allegedly influence U.S. members 
of Congress, Hancho Kim never told 
him specifically that he had directly 
paid off any members. (Hancho Kim 


has denied receiving any money from 
S. K. Kim.) 

Instead, S. K. Kim said, he received 
the impression from some of Hancho 
Kim's statements that payoffs had 
been made. 

“He said such things not In a direct 
way. As an example, he said he had 
congressmen make statements favora- 
ble to Korea, He also said he had 
asked that military aid and economic 
aid to Korea not be reduced,*' S. K. 
Kim said through an interpreter. 

S. K. Kim said Hancho Kim told 
him that he had gotten together five 
congressmen in what he called the 
“Vanguard Group** to speak on South 
Korea’s behalf in Congress. 

The only congressman named dur- 
ing the trial as being acquainted with 
Hancho Kim is Tennyson Guyer (R- 
Ohio), but the indication from the 
government is that the two were ac- 
quainted through a common interest 
in an Ohio college they had attended. 

However, S. K. Kim said Hancho 
Kim told him that he was 
“socializing” with other members of 
Congress through Guyer and had 
been able to meet then-President Ford 
though him. 

S. K. Kim said Hancho Kim com- 
plained he was not getting enough 
money for the influence-buying pro- 
ject — code-named “Operation White 
Snow”— and asked for more from the 
KCIA. At the same time, S.K. Kim re- 
counted he was having doubts as to 
whether Hancho Kim was actually us- 
ing the money to Influence members 
of Congress. 

S.K. Kim also testified yesterday 
that on numerous occasions he used a 
Telex machine in Hancho Kim’s house 
to compose messages to the KCIA in 
Seoul. 


